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COMMISSIONER ROBINSON AND A CALL FOR DAS HEMBERS 10 ADOPT. 
HEASURES 10 INVOKE AND EXERCISE UNIVERSAL JURISBICTION JH 
AREAS OF GENOCIDE: CRIMES AGAINST HUMANITY AND WAR CRIHES. 
JAMAICA’S ATTORNEY GEWERAL ADDRESSED TRE OAS AND CLAIMED 

THAT THE TACHR’S SLOW CORSTDERATIOH OF DEATH PENALTY. 


HU (Bt) Cl BL) GYPA(GL) syd) 
meer rren ceneannnnsceenne 26/12282 A2 MAH (TDTAL COPIES: 664) APPEALS DELAYS JUSTICE TO THE PRINT THAT CBNVICTED 
ORIGIN ARA-98 NURGERERS’ SENTENCES HAVE TO BE COMMUTED TB LIFE 
IMPRISONMENT. HE DESCRIBED THIS SUTUATIBN AS A MAJOR 
THO tOG-88 ACBA-8 ACBE-86 $NLB-B) AIB-8G ANAD~B) A-09 CHALLENGE TO THE INTEGRITY OF THE INTER-AMERICAN HUMAN 
ACQ-08 = CEA-9) CIAE-89 SHEC-BB COME-88 CPR-82 CTME-88 RICHTS SYSTEK. 
(WL-81 GEAE-88 DINT-89 DODE-88 BOEE-08 SRPP-89 DS-06 ; 
FAP~68 EB-98  EUR-88 EXIN-B1 O1C0-81 £-B9  FBIE-80 J. (BUD SUCCESSFUL MEETINGS WERE HELO UNDER OAS AUSPICES 
FRB~B9 H-91 (x-68 == TEDE-€9 (KR-08 {8-8 = TC~0T DEALING WITH THE MULTILATERAL EVALUATION RECHAHISH FOR. 
JUSE-OB [-98 ADS-O8 DCP-B1 “HSAE-B8 HSCE-BB OES~8i NARCOTICS CONTROL» COUNTER-TERRBRISM, WOKEN'S ISSUES» 
BtC-82 OrG-84 = ONB-#} «= OPIC-6) PA-82 PH-OF = PRS-99 PRIVATE {NTERKATIONAL LAV, PORTS ANB RARBORSs AND GEOGRAPRY 
P-88 = SP-88 = 880-98 = STR-#0 = TRSE-0B T-08 — USIE-f9 AND HISTORY. THE OAS 18 HELPING TO COORDIHATE THE 
PMB-BB = ASCS-88 PRM-Bt ORL-B2 6-98  MR-BB  SAS-99 HEMISPHERE’S RESPONSE TO TKE DISASTER CAUSED (W CENTRAL 
SWO{-BB = /B37R ; AMERICA BY HURRICARE HITCH. COLOMBYA HAS PROPOSED 
ELEVATING AN EXPERTS’ MEETING OH COMBATING CRIWE TO THE 
236296 MINISTERIAL LEVEL. PROGRESS CONTINUES TOWARO REACHING 
AGREEMENT OH THE TEXT OF A WEW CONVENTION CALLING FOR 
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1, GLASSIFIEB BY RONALD 0. GODARB, OEPUTY CHIEF OF 
MISSION, U.S. KISSION ¥O THE OAS: REASON: 1) ANB 1 0) 


SUMMARY 


wanes 


2, BU) A G5-MEMBER TEAM OF OAS ELECTION OBSERVERS 
PROKOUNCED VENEZUELA'S DECEMBER & PRESIDENTIAL ELECTIONS 
FREE. FAIR AND TRANSPAREHT. 
DUDGET FOR 1999 AND ALSO APPROVED 138 MILLION 1H TECHNICAL 
CODPERATIOM AND ASSISTANCE PROJECTS 10 BE UNDERTAKEN BY ITS 
DEVELOPMENT COURCIE (CINI). CIDI PROJECTS iACELINE 32 
MILLUON GEVSFED EO EDUCETION PROPDSALS FROM THE SUMMIT of 
THE BREPICES. AL MIL AS RUTHOPETY FCP COUNTRIES AFFECTEL 
: Gicr ers ARS RETLE TO FEPPOSPEN EXISTING ERD 
10 ty PrCOMSTETTIGH he 









THE OAS APPROVED A 378 HILLION - 


TRANSPARENCY JN ARMS ACQUISITIONS» OW OEVELBPMENT OF A 
DESLARATIDR ON FREEDOM OF EXPRESSION, AHO ON FINAL WORK 
TOWARD A DRAFT DECLARAT|ON ON THE RIGHTS OF INDICEHOUS 
PERPLE. 


INTRODUCT ICH 


4, @) THE PURPOSE OF THESE ROUNBUP CAOLES {5 TO (MFORH 
POSTS OF OTHERWISE UNREPORTED DEVELOPMENTS IN THE INTER- 


AMERICAN SYSTEM AND TO EHABLE OFFICERS TD DISCUSS (SSUES IH 
THE INTER-AMERICAH SYSTEM WETH THEIR (NTERLOCUTORS. THE 
CABLES ALSO PROVIDE BACKGROUNB OR TOPICS ON WHICH POSTS HAY 
BE ASKED TO MAKE DEMARCHES AT A LATER OATE> PARTICULARLY AS 
WE APPROACH THE OAS GENERAL ASSEMBLY IN JUKE. THFO 
ADBRESSEES ARE LARGELY POSTS iN HATIONS THAT MAINTAIN A 
PRESENCE AS PERMANENT OBSERVERS 70 THE OAS AND THAT OFTEN 
PREVIDE FINANCSAL OR GTHER SUPPORT FOR OAS INITITIATIVES IN 
THIS HEMPSPHERE 


GAS OBSERVATION OF VENEZUELAN ELECTIBNS 
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EMEZUELAN COVERNMENT’S JNVITATION, THE OAS 
SET A GS-PERSOK TEAM OF OBSERVERS FOR THE DECEMBER 6 
PRESIDEHTIAL ELECTION. (THE STATE DEPARTMENT PROVIDED 
$485. 608 12 TRE OAS UNIT FOR PROMBTION OF DEMOCRACY MPD)» 
WHICK COVERED NEARLY ALL COSTS OF THE MISSTOW.? A SMALL - 
AOVARCE CROUP ARRIVEO 1M OCTODER ANB ALSO HONETORED THE 
HOVENBER CONGRESS(OMAL ELECTIONS. WH(LE KBTING SBHE 
PRODLEHSs THE OAS DECLARED THE DEGEMBER ELECTION BETTER 
ORGANIZED ANO MORE EFFICIENT THAN THE NOVEHDER REGIGHAL 
ELECTIBNS. THE OAS GROUP» UNDER TRE OLRECTION OF THE UPD: 
WORKED CLOSELY WITH THE VEHEZUELAH NATIONAL ELECTORAL 
COUNCIL (CHE) ABD THE POLITICAL PARTIES. SECRETARY CEHERAL 
GAVIRIA WAS PRESENT DH ELECTION DAY. THE OAS OBSERVER 
MISSION PRONOUNCED THE ELECTIONS "CLEAR, FAIR. Bul 
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INTERNATIONAL OBSERVER GROUP; WETH AN OOSERVER IN EVERY 
STATE AND MOST MUNICIPALITIES. OBSERVERS HAD AN EXHAUSTING 
DAY COVERENG AY LEAST $ BUT OFTEN HORE PRIMARY AND 
SECONBARY SITES OURING THE OvY. SOME SITES OPEKER AN HOUR 
EARLIER TRAN THE 7:88 ALM. ANNOUNCED TIHEr WHILE O7RERS 
ENCOUNTERED SHORT DELAYS: USUALLY QNLY 38 KINGTES OR So: 
MANY CLOSED WITKIN AN HOUR OF THE REQUIRED 4:80 P.M. TIME. 
THIS ALLOWEB THE OAS TO GET A QUICK COUNT JUST BEFORE THE 
CHE ANNOUNCED CHAVEZ THE WENNER, TRE OAS WAS KROWN 
EVERYWHERE AND WELCOMED BY PEOPLE WHO EXPRESSED THEIR 
PLEASURE AT THE SNTERNATIGNAL INTEREST IW VEREQUELA’S 
DEMOCRATIC PROCESS. 


OAS 1999.BUDGET APPROVED AT SPECIAL CEMERAL ASSEMBLY 
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7. (@) A SPECIAL GEKERAL ASSEMBLY WAS COKVOKEO NOVEMBER 
12-13 TO DEBATE ANO APPROVE THE 1999 OUDEET AND SCALE OF 
ASSESSMENTS. U.S. PERMANERT AEPRESENTATIVE TD FHE DAS AND. 
VICTOR MARRERO WAS SELECTEB BY LOT [0 BE THE PRBVSSIONAL 
PRESIDENT OF THE ASSEMBLY ANO THEN WAS ELECTED OF 
ACCLAMATION TO CONTINUE IN THAT ROLE. APPROVED 
UNANIMOUSLY) THE $78 MILLION BUBGET CONTINUES THE BOWNWARD 
TREND IN RESOURCES AHB STAFF» WHILE BEING GIVEN AN 
INCREASHHG NUMBER OF MANDATES, APPROVAL CANE AFTER WEEKS 
OF DIFFICULT DEOATE ANB HECOTIATIONS, WITH A SMALL WORKING 
GROUP ACTUALLY BROKERING THE DEAL. - REPRESENTATIVES FRBK 
THE U.S.+ CANADAr MEXICO, PERU» HCNOURAS ANO BELIZE WERE 


TASKER WITH ACHIEVING A SOLUTION 70 THE ISSUE OF REDUCED 
FUMDING ABB INCREASED MANDATES. 10 FURTHER COMPL IGATE 
THINGS: FIXED COSTS. -- ESPECIALLY PERSONNEL -~ ARE 
CONSUMING MORE BF THE AVABLABLE RESOURCES WHILE FUNBS FOR 
PROGRAMS ARE GECREASING. THE RESULTING £28 MILLION FIGURE 
INCLUDED ALL MAHBATES» HEW AKD OLB» BUT AT HENIMAL LEVELS 


OF FUNDING. 


8. WU) THE OTHER MAJOR ISSUES ADDRESSED AT TRIS ASSEMBLY 
WERE REVISING THE SCALE OF ASSESSHENTS (QUBTAS)» WHICH WAS 
BEFERRED UNTIL THE NEXT GENERAL ASSEMBLY, AND SANCTIONS FOR 
HONPAYMENT. CANADA INTRODUCED A RESOLUTION 70 APPLY 
SEVERAL SANCTIONS TO MEMBER STATES EN ARREARS. GHILE THE 
U.S. OWES THE LARGEST AMOUNT OF ARREARS, THE RESOLUTION 
WOULD HOT WAVE AFFECTED US, SINCE iT STATES THAF A MEMBER 
MUST BE TWO YEARS tH ARREARS BEFBRE SANCTIONS WOULD APPLY. 
{T WOULD, HOWEVER, HAVE AFFECTED A NUMBER OF OTRER 
MEMBERS.) AFTER SPIRITED DEBATE, TE ONLY SANCTION 
APPROVED WAS 10 WITHHOLO BAS FUNDING FOR COUNTRIES THAT 
BFFERED TB WOST MEEVINGSs IF THEY WERE MORE THAN TWO YEARS 


IN ARREARS. 


9. WU) THE MOST CONTROVERSIAL TBPIC IR THE BUDGET 
RESOLUTION ITSELF WAS A PROPOSED GOMFLICT OF INTEREST 
CLAUSE THAT SET A ONE-YEAR PERIOD BEFDRE ANYONE WORKING IN 
A MISSION ACCREDITFEO TO THE OAS COULD SEEK OR BE EMPLOYED 
AT THE GAS. AMBASSADDRS FROM CARICOM AND SORE CENTRAL 
AMERICAN COUNTRIES REFUSED TO ENDORSE TRS PROVISION AND IT 
WAS REMOVED FROM THE RESOLUT FON. 


10. Wi THE ISSUE BF SUPPBRT FOR CENTRAL AMERICA IW THE 


WAKE BF HURRICANE METCR ALSO FIGURED 4S A MAJOR TOPIC AT 
THE ASSEMGLY AND WAS ADDRESSED BY COMMITTING 1150, 000 FREON 
RESERVES YO ASSIST IR CENTRAL AMEPICGN RECONSTRUCTION. 
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STATE 236296 2435982 : 939963 
(C1D1) APPROVED J4 DIFFERENT PROJECTS FO BE FINANCED BY THE 
SPECHAL MULTILATERAL FUND (FEMCION). THE $18 MILLION TO 
FINANCE THESE PROJECTS COMES FROM VOLUNTARY CONTRIBUTIONS 
FROM ALL MEMBER STATES FOR GAS TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE 
ACTIVITIES. THE PROJECTS SELECTEO WERE WINNOWED FROM SCHE 


-J8B PROPOSALS EVALUATED BY HON-PERMANENT SPECIAL IZED 


COMMITTEES {CENPES) IM WHICH TECHNICAL EXPERTS DETERMI NE 
WHETHER PROPOSALS FALL WITNRA AGREED-UPON PRIORITIES AND 
MEET ELIGIBILETY CRITERIA> ANB THEN RANK ORDER THEM FOR 
FUNBING. JT WAS TNE FIRST TIME THIS NEW PROCESS HAD BEEW 
FULLY BPERATIONAL FOR A CIDE PROGRAMMING CYCLE. MBST OF 
THE PROJECTS ARE MULTIWATIONAL (N SCBPES ONLY Zt ARE PURELY 
NATIONAL AND BENEFIT THE LEAST BEVELOPED KATIONS AND TROSE 
WHTH SHALLER £COMBHIES. EBUCATIONAL PROPOSALS FROH THE 
SUMMIT OF THE AMERICAS PRBCESS RECEIVEB $1.9 MILLION IN 
FUNDING. THE COMMITTEE ALSO APPROVEB A PROPOSAL TO ALLOW 
CENTRAL AMERICAN AND CARIOBEAN COUNTRIES AFFECTED BY 


’ HURRICANES MITCH AND GEORGES TO REALLOCATE UNUSEB 1998 - 


FUNBS TO RECBRSTRUCTION AWD DISASTER HITIGATIBN EFFORTS) AS 


WELL AS REPROGRAMMING FUNDS FOR EXISTING PROJECTS 10 HEET 


NIGHER PRIORITY NEEDS AS A RESULT OF RURRICANE HITCH, 


USCAS AMBASSADBR NAMED SUMMIT COORBINATBR 


12. WW) USBAS AMBASSADOR MARRERO KAS BEEN DESIGNATED THE 
U.S. SUMMIT EDORBINATOR. * THE OTHER TWO MEMBERS OF THE 
SUMMIT IMPLEMENTATION AND REVIEW GROUP (SIRE) TROIKAr ERILE 
AWB CARADA> HAVE BOTH RANED THEIR OAS AHBASSABORS 10 THIS 
PRSITION. A SURG MEETING WILL AGAIN BE HELD ON THE FRINGES 
OF THE OAS GENERAL ASSEMBLY THIS JUNE EN GUATEMALA. 


ROBINSON ON HUMAN RIGHTS: SACHR ON PINOCHET 


$3. Qt URETED NATIONS HIGH COMMISSIONER FOR HUMAN RIEUTS 
MARY ROBINSON SPOKE DECEMBER 9 TO THE DAS AT FHE IACHR’S 
INVITATIBN AS PART OF THE COMMEMORATION OF HUMAN RIGHTS DAY 
AND THE FIFTIETR ANNIVERSARIES OF THE UNIVERSAL BECLARATI3N 
OF HUMAN RIGHTS ANO THE ANERICAN DECLARATION OF THE RIGHTS 
AND DUTIES OF NAM. ROBINSON'S REMARKS FOCUSED OW THE 
IMPBRTANCE OF SOCIAL: ECONDMEC AND CULTURAL RIGHTS AKO THE 
NEEB FOR THE UN HUMAH RIGHTS MACHINERY 10 WORK IK 
PARTNERSHIP WITH REGYONAL HUMAN RIGHTS SYSTEMS. 


14, (We THE FACHR TOOK ADVANTAGE OF THIS OPPORTUNITY TO 
RELEASE THREE RECOMMENBATIONS RELATEO 10 THE PINOCHET 
MATTER. 17 RECOMMENDED THAT GAS MEMBER STATES: it? ADOPT 
LECHSLATIVE AND OTHER MEASURES NECESSARY JO INVOKE AND 
EXERCISE UNIVERSAL JURISDIGIIBN IN THE AREAS OF GENOC1BE: 
CRIMES AGAINST HUMANITY AND WAR CRIMES; (2) ADOPT 
LEGISLATIVE AKO OTHER MEASURES 18 ENSURE THE RIGHT OF 
ACGESS TD INFORMATION WITHIN THE CONTROL OF THE STATE. 


ESPECIALLY WHEN RELATED 1B INVESTIGATIONS OF {NTERWATIONAL 
CRIMES AUB GRAVE V(QLATIONS OF HUMAN RICHTSS AND 13? 1F 
THEY HAVE ROT YET DONE $0. TD SIGH AND RATIFY THE 
INTERNATIBNAL CRIMIMAL COURT STATUTE APPROVEB iN RBHE IN 


JULY. 


J5. (UP COMMENT: = IWO DAYS LATER, SECCEH CAUIRIA IN AN 
OAS PRESS RELEASE EDOK THE OPPOSITE POSTTIGK, EXFRESSING 
CONCERN OVER THE UMILATERAL APPLICATICR OF 
EXTPATERRSTBRIAL ERS OF NATIOSAL LAW. 
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DECEMBER 11 PERMANENT COUNCIL SESSION: JAMAICA'S ATTORHEY 
GENERAL A.J. AICHOLSON ARGUES THAT [ACHR DELAYS {H RULIKG 
ON DEATH PERALTY APPEALS FROM CERTAIN CARICOM STATES POSE A 
"MAJOR CHALLENGE TD THE GMTEGRITY OF THE HENISPRERIC 
SYSTEH.” TRINIDAO AND TOBAGO PERMREP AMB, ARHEAUD 
SUPPORTED NICHOLSON’ S JNTERVENTION, AS DID DELEGATIDKS FROM 
THE BAHAMAS, ANTICUA AND BARBUDA, BELIZE, BARBABOS, ST. 
LUCIAr AND ST. VINCENT AND THE GRENADEHES. NICHOLSON HOTED 
THAT CERTAIN CARICOM COUNTRIES WHICH HAVE RATIFIED THE 
AMERICAN COVENT ION OM HUMAN RIGHTS AND ALSO PERMIT THE 
DEATH PENALTY ARE REQUIRED TO CARRY OUT DEATH SENTENCES 
WITHIH FIVE YEARS FROM THE DATE OF SEHTENCE UNDER A RECENT 
RULENG OF FRE U.K. PRIVY COUNCIL» THEIR HIGHESE COURT OF 
CRIMINAL APPEAL. ACCORDING TO HICHOLSCN, OELAYS AJ THE 
fACKR THREATEN JO EXTENO THE APPELLATE PROCESS BEYOND FIVE 
YEARS» THEREBY ENSURING THAT JAMAICA AND OTHER COUNTRIES 


HAVE TO COMMUTE THE DEATH SENTENCES 10 LIFE WITHOUT PAROLE. 


17, GBU) FOR PRECISELY THIS REASON. TRINIDAO ANG TOBAGO 
ANNOUNCEO AT THE JUNE OAS GENERAL ASSEMBLY THAT 17 HAD 
GIVEN NDFICE JH MAY OF PTS THTENT JO WITHDRAW FROM TRE 
AMERICAN CONVENTIDN ON NUMAN RIGHTS. NECHOLSON SAID THAT 
OTHER CARICOM COUNTRIES HAY BE FORCED TO D0 THE SAME 1F THE 
IACHR’S PROCEOUNES CANNOT BE EXPEDITED. RE CALLED ON THE 
PERMANEKY COUNEIL JO CONSIDER THIS MATTER & PRIDRITY. 


16. (C) COMMENT: FHE U.S. HAS SIGNED GUT NOT RATIFIEC 
THE ARERICAN CONVENTION (25 OF THE 34 AGTIVE MEMBERS OF THE 
OAS RAVE RATIFIED)» PLACING US IN A DIFFICULT POSITION 1H 
COMMENTING ON THIS MATER. OUR PRINCIPAL POLICY INTEREST 
1S TH PREVEATING TRE FURTHER FRAGMENTATION OF THE REGIONAL 
RUHAN RIGHTS SYSTEM. WE ARE DISCUSSING THIS MATIER WITH 
THE ACHR» WHICH ($ CONSIDERING AMENDING ETS REGULATIONS 10 
FORCE PETITIDNERS TO CHOOSE BETWEEN APPEALS TO THE UNITEC 
NATIONS OR TO THE (NYER-AMERICAN RUMAN RIGHTS MACKINERY. 
CURRENTLY, TRE TACHR CONTENCS THAT DELAYS RESULT LARGELY 
BECAUSE PETITIONERS FILE APPEALS WITK JRE UN SYSTEM: 
FOLLOVED SY VIRTUALLY IDENTICAL APPEALS 70 TRE IACHR IF THE 
UN APPEAL 1S UNSUCCESSFUL. 
70 DECIO€ CASES WITHIR A SHORT TEME FRAME. ADOPTING THE 
PROPOSED REGULATIONS WOULD ENSURE THAT THE JACHR» IF 
ELECTED AS THE VENUE OF APPEAL» HAS SUFFICIENT FIME 70 RULE 
WITHOUE FALLING AFOUL OF THE S-YEAR PERIOD IN EFFECT JW 
SOME CARICOR COUNTRIES. 


PRESS RAPPORTEUR OUTLINES ACTIVITIES CHALLENGES 
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19, (SBU) WHEW TACHR SPECIAL RAPPORTEUR FOR FREEDOM OF 
EXPRESSION SANTIAGO CANTON BRIEFED THE USOAS MISSION OH HIS 
ACTIVITIES TH HOS TIRST MONTH ON THE JDO: KE TRAVELEG 10 


PERU WITH THE RECENT JACHR DH-SITE HESSION (AND PREPAREO AN - 


INTERIM REPORT SEPARATE FROM THE TACKR REPORT)» MET WITH 
AUMEROUS NGO’S 7O BEGIN THE PROCESS OF CREATING A 
HERISPHERTC NETWORK OF #NFORMATION RELATEO TO. ABUSES 
COMMITTED AGATHST JOURKALISTSs AMD BEGAN SOLICITING FURDS 
10 SUPPLEMENT USAID'S INITIAL $309/.000 2-YEAR CONTRIBUTION. 
HE WitL SEEK FUNOS FROM PRIVATE SECTOR SOURCES AS WELL AS 
FROM GDVERNMENTSs AND POINTS OUT THAT ADDITIONAL FUNDING IS 
CRUCIAL TO ENSURE THE EFFECTIVE TMPLEMENTATION OF HIS 
MANDATE. CANTOH PLANS TO PRESENT HtS FIRS? AXHUAL 
ASSESSMERT OF FREEWOM OF EXPRESSION IN THE HEMISPHERE FP IGP 
TO THE OAS GEKERAL ASSEMETY (K JANE. 


THIS PUTS PRESSURE ON THE IACHR 


5028088 
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SOUCHT OH HOVEMBER 30 TRE ARREST THROUGH INTERPOL OF THE 
WIFE AND DAUGHTER OF BARUCH IVCHER. H}VCHER IS & MEDIA - 
QWNER WHOM THE GOVERNMENT STRIPPED OF WIS CETAZERSHIP IN A 
BITTER DISPUTE.) CANTON’ S STATEMENT CALLS ON PERU TO STOP 
ITS PERSECUTION OF (VCKER AND H1S FAMILY. WRICK HE 
CHARACTERIZED AS AN ATTACK ON FREEBON OF EXPRESSION. 


0,5, SPEARHEADS OECLARATION OH FREEDOM OF EXPRESSION 


a rn ee een ener se eens 


21. (SBU) USDAS PERMREP AMB, VICTOR MARRERO WAS ELECTED 
TO CHAIR A WORKING GROUP FORMER TO DRaFt AN INTER-ANERICAN 
DECLARATION ON FREEDOM OF EXPRESSION; ARGENTINE PERMREP 
AMB. ARAOZ WILL SERVE AS VICE-CHAIR. THE USOAS MISSION HAS 
PREPARED A STRONG GRAFT THAT 15 LIKELY TO ATTRACT 
SIGNIFICANT SUPPORT. THUS FAR» MEXICO 1S THE ONLY 
DELEGATION 10 EXPRESS OPPOSITION. “THE PROPOSED DECLARATION 
1S DESIGNED TO DISTILL THE MDST IMPORTANT PRINCIPLES OF 
FREEOOM OF EXPRESS#OK AND CGHMIT OAS MEMBER STATES 10 
PROTECT THEM. {7 SHOULD ALSD PROVE USEFUL TO THE NEW 


, SPECIAL RAPPORTEUR AS HE MONITORS PRESS FREEGOM AKD THE 


SAFETY DF JOURNALISTS (W THE REGIDN. 
(ACHR RETURNS FROK HUMAN RIGHTS VISET TO PERU 


22, tC) THE (ACHR CONDUCTEO AH ON-SITE VISIT FO PERU FRON 
HOVEMBER 8-13, ACCORDING TO COMMISSION SDURCES (PROTECT). 
THERE WAVE BEER SOME IMPROVEMEWTS (H TRE NOMA RIGHTS 
SITUATIONs PARTICULARLY IN THE REDUCED IRCIDENCE OF FORCED 
DISAPPEARANCES AHD SUMMARY EXECUTIONS, BUT THE ARBITRARY 
AND POLITICAL NATURE OF FHE LEGAL PROCESS 1S FHE COUNTRY’S 
GREATEST RUMAN RIGHTS CHALLEHGE. THE COMMISSTON RECEIVED 
OVER 3,888 COMPLAENTS ON ITS UFSIT, MORE THAN AHY OTHER 
VISIT SINCE A 1979 TRIP TO ARGENTINA, © THE VAST MAJORITY 
ALLEGE RULE OF LAW AND GUE PROCESS VIOLATIONS. THE 
COMMISSION'S MEETING WITH PRESIDENT EUJIMORI WENT WELL: 
ALTHOUGR IT WAS MORE PRO FORMA THAN TRE COMNISSIONERS WOULD 
RAVE LIKED. THE COMMISSION'S VISIT WILL BE REFLECTED IN 
THIS YEAR'S HACHR ANNUAL REPORT TO THE OAS GENERAL ASSEMBLY 


JR JUNE. 
MEXtCOs BRAZIL RECOGNIZE [-A COURT'S JURISDICTION 


23. @) 14 A DECEMBER 16 CETTER JD SECGEN GAVIR IA: THE 
BRAZILIAN OAS PERMREP AMB. CARLOS ALBERTO LELTE BARBOSA 
INFORMED HIM THAT THE BRAZILIAN CONGRESS BAD APPROVED 
PRESIDENT CARDOSD’S REQUEST THAT BRAZIL DECLARE iTS 
ACCEPTANCE OF THE JURISDICTION OF THE INTER-AMERICAN COURT 
OF HUMAN RIGHTS IW ALL CASES RELATING 10 INTERPRETATION OR 
APPLICATION OF THE AMERICAK CONVENTION ON HUMAN RICHTS. ON 
OECEMBER [6 IN A CEREMONY AT OAS HEADQUARTERS, MEXIC AH 
FORERGN MINISTER ROSARIO GREEK DEPOSITED KER GOVERKMENT’ S 
INSTRUMENTS ALSO ACCEPTING THE COURT’S BINOIRG 
JURISDICTION: A MOVE SHE SAIO REPRESENTED “A FURTRER STEP 
TOWARDS STRENGIKENIWG JHE RULE OF LAW tH MEXICO.” 


CANADIAN INDIGEHOUS LEADER ADDRESSES ee 
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THE REGION FEEL SHAT THE OAS COULD DO A BETTER JOB OF 
CONSULTING WITH FHEM. HE ASKEO SHAT THE OAS GIVE EVERY 


CONSIDERATION“ TO INCLUOJHG SUCH GROUPS AND SHEAR 
PERSPECTIVES DURING FHE FEBRUARY 16-12 MEETING DF 
COVERNMERT EXPERTS IN WASHINGTON THAT WILL CONTINUE WORK ON 


THE PROPOSED OAS DECLARATION. 
MAR DEL PLATA TERRORISM CONFERENCE COMPLETE SUCCESS 


Ones a= nate wanes Bes whee Been we eaw areas ee “sn eeee 


7S. WW) THE OAS’S SECDNO SPECTALIZEO CONFERENCE OX 
TERRORISM: HELD NOVEMBER 23-14 IN KAR DEL PLATA» ARGEHTINA: 
APPROVED WETH OKLY A HANOFUL OF MEMOR CHANGES THE DRAFT 
COMMETMENT OF MAR DEL PLATA PREVIOUSLY NEGDTJATED 48 
WASHINGTON, ANO THUS HET FULLY U.S. DBJECTIVES AND THDSE OF 
THE ARGENTINE HDSFS (SEE BUEWOS AIRES 6249 FOR A COMPLETE 
REPORT. THE BOCUMENT CALLS FOR THE OAS GENERAL ASSEMBLY 
TO CREATE & COORDINATING INTER-AMERICAN COMMITTEE ON 
TERRORISH (CiCTE) AND SETS FDRTH GUIDELINES FOR RESPONDING 
JD YERRORIST WHELOENTS ANO ON COMBATING TERRORIST 
FURDRAISING. PRESIDENT MENEM CLOSED THE CONFERENCE XITH A 
CONVENTJONAL BUS ELOQUENT SPEECH O THE NEED FOR 
HEMISPHERE CDOPERATION 10 COMBAT TERRORISM. 


PORTS OFFICIALS MEET 1H COLOMBIA 


mt te tee ee ee ta ane eee neen 


26. (WU) TOP PORT OFFICIALS FROM OAS MEMBER COUNTRIES MET 
IN ALJ COLOMBIA» DECEMBER 1-4 FOR THE TWENTIETH SESSION 
OF THE PERMANENT JECHNICAL COMMITTEE ON PORTS. THE 
COMMITTEE 1S FHE EXECUTIVE ARM OF THE INTER-AMERICAN PORT 
ANO HARBOR CONFERENCE. URUGUAY CHAIRS THE COMMITTEE; 
MEXICO 1S VICE-CHAIR. THE DAS SERVES AS THE TECHNICAL 


SECRETARIAT FOR THIS KNTER-GOVERNHENTAL FORVH) WHGSE HAIN 
OBJECTIVE 1 7B HELP COURTRIES IMPROVE AND NDDERN)ZE THEIR 
PORTS AND PROMOTE A MUTUAL ASSISTANCE PROGRAM. 


27. @) DURING THE MEETING) THE DELEGATES AGREEO [0 
ESTABLISH A SDLADARITY AND SUPPORT PROGRAM FOR THE 
RECONSTRUCTION OF PORTS IN HONDURAS AND NICARAGUA, WHICH 
WILL BE CODRDINATED BY GUATEMALA ANB THE U.S. THEY 
APPROVED THE 1999 WORK PLAN FOR SEVEN CONSULTATIVE 
COMMITTEES: WHICH INCLUDE THE TRAINING COMMITTEE, CHAIRED 
BY THE UNTIED STATES; PRIVATIZATION COMMITTEE, CHAIRED BY 
ARCEWTINA? AND LABOR AFFAIRS COMMITTEE, CHALRED BY . 
BARBADOS, DELEGATES ALSB AGREED 7D SEEK EXTERWAL FUNDING 
FOR A PORT PRIVATIZATION DATABASE (COORBINATEO BY 
ARGENTINA) ANB A GEG-SPATIAL MARITIME CARGD DATA SYSTEM: 
FOR WHICH VANDERBILT UNIVERSITY IM TENNESSEE HAS PROVIDED 
TECHH(CAL SUPPDRT. JHE PERMANENT JECHNICAL COMMITTEE ALSO 
JOCK NDTE DF THE RECENT DECISION BY THE CiDI EXECUTIVE 
COMMITTEE FD TRANSFORM THE PORTS AND HARBORS CONFERENCE 
INTO A SPECUAL INTER-AMERICAH COMMITTEE ON PORTS (ESP). 
THES FRANSFORMATION FROM CONFERENCE TD COMMITTEE SHOULO 
PROVIBE A BETTER ORGANIZATIONAL BASIS WITHIN THE OAS FDR 
PORTS OF FICCALS’ MEETINGS ANG A CLOSER CINK WITH OTHER C18¢ 
ACTIVITIES. CIEP’S FIAST MEETING 1S SCHEDULED FoR OCTOBER 


12-14) 9999 IN GUATEMALA CITY. 
OS GEOGRAPHY ANN HISTORY UHSTITVEE COUNEIL MEETS 
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PREPARE A PROPOSAL ON MODERNIZATION AND REFDRN OF PAIGH TO 
GE PRESENTEG AY THE HEXT BIRECTING COUNCIL SESSION IN 
GUAYEMALA IR 1999 (SEE 98 STATE 226499 FOR A COMPLESE 
REPDRT). PAIGH FACILITATES COOPERATION ANONG U.S. AGENCIES 
AND OTHER COUNTRIES OR REGIONAL GEOGRAPHIC. HISTORICAL: 
CARTOGRAPHIC. AND GEGPHYSICAL STUDIES, PROVIDING IMPORTANT 
ASSISTANCE JH FSELDS AS DIVERSE AS NATURAL RESOURCES AKO 
AVIATION SAFETY. 


PREPARATIONS FOR PRIVATE INTERNATIONAL LAW MEETING 


25. (W) AW EXPERTS’ MEETIWG WAS HELO DECEMBER 3-¢ TO WORK 
ON PREPARATIONS FOR THE SIXTH INTER-AMERICAN SPECIALIZED 
CONFERENCE ON PRIVATE INTERNATIONAL LAW (CEDIP-¥id» LIKELY 
TO BE CONVENEO IN 2008. AMONG THE FDPICS CONSIDERED WERE 
CROSS-BORDER PRIVATE LOAK AGREEMENTS: PARTICULARLY SECUREB 
FIHANCING FOR SMALL AND MEOJUM-SIZED COMPANIES: UNIFORM 
CUSTDMS AND TRADE DOCUNENTATIDN; AND THE FACILETATION OF 
SURFACE TRANSPORTATION THROUGHOUT SHE HEMISPHERE. 
PARTICEPANTS (RCLUDED ACADEMICS, LEGAL EXPERTS: AND 
JNTERESTEB OFFICIALS FROM GOVERNMENTS: NGO’S AND THE 
PRIVATE SECTOR. THERE PROBABLY WILL BE T¥O ADDITIONAL 
PREPARATORY SESSIONS BEFORE CHDIP-VI [S HELE. 


REW U.S. REPRESENTASIVE 1D OAS WOMEK’S COHKISSION 


18. 1) KATHY JURADO MUNOZ HAS BEEN APPOINTED THE NEW 
U.S. REPRESENTATIVE JO THE INTER-AMERICAN COMMISSION OF 
WOMEN (CM). ESTABLISHED (8 1928 CIM WAS TRE FIRST 
INTERWATIONAL ORGANIZATION FOCUSING ON WOMEN’S (SSUES. iT 
WORKS TO EXTEND FHE CUVILs POLITHCALs ECONOMIC. SOCIAL AND 
CULTURAL REGHTS OF VOMEH {M THE HEMISPHERE, AS. MUNOZ IS A 
PARTNER AS A GOVERNMENT AND PUGLIC AFFAIRS CONSULTING F IRM, 
AND FORMERLY SERVED AS ASSISTANT SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC AND 
INTERGOVERNMENTAL AFFAIRS AT THE BEPARTMENT OF VETERANS 
AFFAIRS. LEABING THE V.S. DELEGATICH FO THE NOVEMBER 16-18 
ASSEMBLY OF DELEGATES OF THE C}M MS. MUNOZ WAS ELECTED JD 
THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE. WHICH WILL BO MOST OF CiM’S WORK 
UNTIL THE NEXT ASSEMBLY JS HELO [M MANAGUA [H 2088, THE 
CiM ASSEMBLY ALSE PROVIDED A VEHUE FOR S/PiCW TO FoLLDW-DP 
OW THE MOST RECENT VEFAL VDICES CONFERENCE HELD iN 
NONTEVIDED (SEE SEPTEL FOR A FULL REPORT). 


SHOOTH SAUL ING FOR TRANSPARENCY 


Jt. SBU) THE OAS WORKING GRDUP DRAFTING THE REGIONAL 
CONVERTION OM TRANSPARENCY JX ARKS ACQUISITIONS CONTINUES 
TO MAKE GOOD PROGRESS» AND NEGOTIATIDNS ARE NEARLY COMPLETE 
EXCEPT FOR THREE COUNTERPROBUCT IVE MEXICAN AMEMDMENTS THAT - 
STILL NEEO YB SE CONSIDERED. THE MOST SERIOUS BF THESE 
WOULD COMMIT PARTIES JO THE CONVENTION T@ NEGOTIATE 
AGREEMENT OH EFFECTIVE LIMITATIONS JO CONVENTIDN ARHS IN 
THE REGION. THE U.S. MISSION BELIEVES TWAT MEXICO 1S FULLY 
#SOLATED ON FAIS PROPOSALe AND 1S SEEXING TD ENCOURAGE 
DIHER HAJOR RIO GROUP COUNTRIES 30 MAKE CLEAR SD MEXICO 
THAT 11S PROPOSAL 1S A HON-STARTER. WE ANTICIPATE SHAT THE 


COMVENTION WLC BE DPEM TDR SICKATURE EARLY 1H 1999, 


MULT IL eTERAL ae MOvES FORWARD ET CICAS 
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EVALUATION HECHANISH QMEM). A DAY-LONG DISCUSSION OF 
ELEVEN QUESTIONS OW HOW THE EVALVATIONS WOULO BE COMDUCTES 
PROBUCED A WIDESPREAD PRELIMINARY CONSENSUS. THE YS. 
BELEGATION’S STRONG URGING THAT THE PROCESS DEVELOP IK 
STAGES -- FROM SIMPLE TO COMPLEX -- WAS ACCEPTED, JHE: 
ONDCP REPRESENTATIVE LE8 OFF AN EXTENDED PRESENTATION OW 
INDICATORS @PESFORNANCE MEASURES). A FURTHER DAY OF 
NEGOTIATIONS WORKING FROM A SECRETARIAT PAPER BROUGH} 
AGREEMENT OH A-SUBSTANTIAL PORTIGN OF THE INDICATORS 30 BE 
CONSIDERED (SEE SEPTEL FOR A FULL REPORT). 


OAS RESPDNSE TO HURRECANE HITCH 


en nn ene ee ee ane eee 


33." W FOLLOWING PRESENTATIDNS BY CENTRAL AMERICAN 
PERMREPS -- PARTICULARLY THOSE OF RONDURAS AND -NICARAGUA - 
- THE OAS PERMANERF COUNCIL AT LTS HOVEMBER # MEETING 
PASSED A RESOLUTION CALLING OM THE SECREFARY GENERAL 0 
CONUOKE A MEETING BF THE HTER-RMERICAN COMMITTEE FOR 
EMERGENCY SITUATYONS IM ORDER TO COOROINATE OAS RELIEF 
EFFORTS, {THE COMMITTEE CONSISTS BF THE SECRETARY GENERAL, 
THE PRESTOEUT OF THE PERMAWENT COUNCIL, THE DIRECTOR OF THE 


PAN AMERICAN HEALSH ORGAWEZATIONs SHE PRESTDENS OF THE 
ENTER-AMERICAN DEVELOPHENT GANK ANB THE CHAIRHAH OF THE 
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE OF THE INTER AMERICAN CRUNCIL FOR 
INTEGRAL DEVELOPMENT.) THE RESOLUTION ALSO INVITED OSHER 
INTER-AMERICAN ENTHTIES TO PARTICiPATE IN THE RELIEF 
EFFORTS WHICH THE COMMITTEE WILL BE ORGANIZING: REQUESTED 
SHE SECGEN FO WORK WISH PADF UE OAS-AFFILJATEOs PRIVATE 
SECTOR-ORIENTED PAN AMERICAN OEVELSPMENT FOUNDATION T8 
IMPLEMENT A DRIVE TO OBTAIN DONATIONS FROM ALL INTERESTEB 
PERSONS ANO FRON PUBLIC) PRIVASE AND NON-GOVERNMENTAL 
THSTITUTIONSS AND TASKED THE PERMANENT GOURCIL TO REVIEW 
WAYS OF STRENGTHERING AND IMPROVING CRDROINATION OF 
DISASTER RELEEF WITWIN THE INSER-AMERICAN SYSTEM, 


M4.) OAT THE EMERGENCY SITUATIONS COMMITTEE MEETHHG, 
Al0’S GFFICE OF FOREIGN BISASTER ASSESTANCE BRIEFED OAS 
REPRESENSATIVES.ON U.S. GDVERNWEWS ACTIVITY TO OATEs AHD 
REPRESENTATIVES FROM THE ENSER-AMERICAN BEVELOPMENT BANK 
ANQ THE WORLD BARK HEGHLICHTED THE (HMENSE RECONSTRUCTION 
EFFORT NEEDED: AND OUTLIWES WHAT THBSE AGENCIES PLAH TO DD. 
OTHER NOTEWORTHY CONTRIBUTIONS REPORTED FNCLUDED THOSE FROM 
SPAIH ($786)006 EXPEHDEO, $24 MILLION ON TRE WRY: AN 
ADDITIONAL $25 MILLION PROMISED FOR RECONSTRUCTION EFFORTS, 
PLUS $30 MILLION ALREADY COLLECTED §& PRIVATE SECTOR 
APPEAL], CANADA (C$ MILL IOK PROMISED!) AND THE UNITED 
NASSONS IS3SH MILLION JN RECONSTRUCTION FUHOS]. SHE PADI 
REPORTED THAT UT 1S WORKING CLOSELY WITN THE PRIVATE SECTOR 
TO COLLECT AND TRAKSPORT IMMEDIATE RELIEF SUCK AS WATER 
PURIFIERS AND BLAWKETS. COMPANIES WHICH CONTRIBUTED TD THE 
PROF EFFORT NCLUDE CITIBAHK: TEXACO, SNELL» CHIQUITA> ANB 


LOCKHEED-MARTIN. 


36.) AT THE DECEMBER #2 PERMANENT GOUNCIL SESSION» 
AUSIRIA’S PERMANENT OBSERVER DESCRISEG HIS OWN COUNTRY’S 
MITCH-RELATED AIO {ABOUT 31.5 MILLION, PLUS SUBSTANTIAL 
DEBT FORGIVERESS) AND THAT OF THE EUROPEAN UNSON COMMISS1ON 
(ABOUT 3150 MILLION). SECGEN GRVIRIA ALSO GAVE AW ACCOUKT 


OF HiS TOUR FHROUGK CENTRAL AMERICA, PRAISING ALL INVOLVED 
IN DISASTER RELIEF EFFORTS. : 
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AND GUIDELINES FOR ADDRESSING LHTER-AMERICAN COOPERATION 18 
THESE AREAS ANG PROVIDE A BASIS OR WHICH TNE OAS HAY 
DEVELOP A MULTILATERAL PROGRAM AGAINST CRIME. COLOHBIAN 
PERHREP AMB. RAMOS BOTERO PROPOSEO TO TRE OAS COMMITTEE ON 
JURIDICAL ANB POLITICAL AFFAIRS ELEVATING THIS EXPERTS 
MEETING sSCHEOULED FOR EARLY SPRING TO A MINISTERIAL -LEVEL 
HEETING (NVOLVING [HTERIOR MINISTERS: NTN & PREPARATORY 
CONFERENCE TO BE RELB 3X FEGRUARY, ON DECEMBER [6+ SHE 
PDLITUCAL-JURIBICAL COMMITTEE AGREED 10 THE PROPOSAL AND 
BEGAN CONSIBERATIGH OF THE PROPOSED AGENDA. FHE MEETING 
WILL TAXE PLACE IW APRIL OR MAY. THE PREPCOM WILL LIKELY 
BE AN EXPERTS-REINFORCEO MEETING OF THE PDLITICAL-JURIDICAL 
COMMITTEE IN FEBRUARY. 


37. SBU) COMMENT: 


OTHER BUREAUS AND AGENCIES TD DETERMINE TREIR INTEREST 1N 
SUCK A MEETING. 


PERUFEGUADOR PEACE AGREEHEAT 


THE USOAS NISSION 1S CONSULTING WITH 


3B. (U)ON NOVEMBER 4+ TNE PERMANENT COUNCIL MARKED THE 
SIGNING OF THE PEACE AGREEMENT BETWEEN PERU AND ECUADOR 
WITH A RESOLUTION CONGRATULATING THE TWO COUNTRIES AND 
SHAKK (NG THE GUARANSOR POWERS “FOR THE FUNDAMENTAL SUPPORS 
THEY PROVIDED ANB TRE DEDICATION AND EFFORTS REPLOYER in 
ORTATHING THE AGREEMENTS." THE RESOLUTION FOLLDWED 
PRESENTATIONS BY TRE PERHREPS OF BRAZIL» PERU AND ECUADOR, 
FOLLOWED BY CONGRATULATORY STATEMENTS BY ALL OTHER 


SELEGAT ONS. 
CALDERON STSLL SOLICITING SUPPORT IN SECGEN RACE 


39. ISBY) HONDURAN PRESIBENT FLBRES» ON BEHALF OF HIMSELF 
ANB NIS CDLEEAGUES) FROM GUATEMALA, EL SALUADORs COSTA RICA 
AND WICARAGUA: RAS WRITTEN PRESEDENT CLIKION STATING THAT 
HEXT YEAR THE FIVE CENTRAL AMERICAN COUNTRIES WILL FORMALLY 
ROMIMATE FORMER COSTA RICAN PRESIDENT CALBERON FOR ELECTION 
40 THE POST OF OAS SECRETARY GERERAL. THE LETTER REQUESFS 
PRESIDENT CLINTON'S SUPPORT FOR CALBERON’S CANBIBACY. HIRG 
CHAIRMAN BEX CILMAM WROTE SECRETARY ALORIGHT 1M SUPPORT OF 
CALOERON’S CANDIDACY, AND URGED THAT THE U.S. HOT COMMIT To 
ANY CANDIDATE. MEANWHILE. SECGEN GAVIRIA 1S LOBOVING FOR 
REELECTION» AND THE NEW COLOMBIAN GOVERNMENT RAS BECOME 
INCREASINGLY ACTIVE ON HIS BERALF. THE U.S. POSITION 


REMALKS THAT 17 §S PREMATURE TO MAKE A DECISION OR EXPRESS 
A PREFERENCE IN THE RACE. 


MORE INTER-AMERICAM CONVENTIDHS RATIFIED 


ee ee oa ee ree en meee secon 


40, (u) ON NOVEMBER 12 MEXICAN PERMREP AMB. HELLER 
DEPOSTTEO MEXICB’S (HSTRUMENT SF RATIFICATION OF TNE INTER- 
AMERICAH CONVENT IOH GN THE PREVENTION: PUNISHMENT AND 
ERADICATION OF VIOLEHCE AGAINST WOMEN (CONVENTION OF BELEH 
DO PARA). ANTIGUA AND BARBUDA’S PERMREP ANB. HURST 
DEPOSITED HIS GOVERNMENT'S INSTRUMENT OF ACCESSIGN 10 THAT 
CONVENTION OM NOVEMBER 18. THE COHVENTION OF BELEM 00 PARA 
NOW RAS BEEH RATIFIED BY 29 OAS MEMBERS. FYE THE U.S. OID 


HOT SIGN (T+ GK FHE GROWS THAT FRE FEXE WAS VAGUE ENit 
POORLY DRAFTED ANN RECHISE THE ISSUE 1S AAT QUATELT MEALT 
CN TY 


WiTH BY OWNER UNTERRST IONS] PRETHIMENTS. 
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COVERNHENTS, INCLUDING THE U.S.1 HAVE STGHES THIS 

CORVENTIONs WHICH THE U.S. SUBMISTED FOR SENATE 

RATIFICATION LAST APRIL. 


42, @) ALSO ON DECENBER 7+ URUGUAY DEPOSITED I5S 
INSTRUMENT OF RATIFICATION OF THE INTER-AMERICAN CONVENT) ON 
OR THTERRATIONAL TRAFFIC IN HINORS: AND PANBHA DEPOSITED 
YES JMSTRUMEHT OF RATIFICATION DF THE IHTER-AMERICAN 
CONVENTION ON SERVING CRIMIHAL SENTEHCES ABROAD, 
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